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NEWS 


our voice in the lesbian community 


FIRST VISIT 


by Lindy Pratch 

When I was looking for a new doctor a few 
years ago, I chose one who advertised in 
Womonspace News. On my first visit, the 
receptionist handed me the usual long medical 
history form to fill out. In the space for ‘person 
to notify in case of emergency,’ I wrote in my 
lover’s name. I had an internal debate about 
how to word her relationship to me, then left 
that blank. When I returmed the form, I wasn’t 
allowed to get away with the omission. 

“What relationship is this person to your” 

Time to show some lesbian pride—so I said, 
“Same sex spouse.” 

The receptionist’s voice went up into almost 
a squeak. She said, in a strangled sort of way, 


WE WELCOME SUBMISSIONS 


September- Artificial Insemination. 


_ told me she would definitely speak 


We are always seeking submissions of interest to local lesbians. 
Letters to the editor, book, concert and movie reviews, political and 
social commentary, short fiction, poetry and artwork are all 
welcomed. Contributors may either write to Womonspace News (Box 
128, Main P.O., Edmonton AB T5] 3K4), attend a newsletter 
meeting, or leave a message at 482-1794. Topics for coming months: 
June- Dating; July- Queer Words; August- Butch and Femme; 


“Ll just write friend.” 1 watched while she 
misspelled it ‘fried’... and let it be. 

This was not an indication of the doctor’s 
attitude, by the way. Dr. Chan has many lesbian 
patients and she was fine. 

A lesbian acquaintance worked in Kitty 
Chan’s medical office. | chatted with her in the 
hall while I waited for blood tests on that first 
visit. When she heard my story about the 
medical history form, she was 
aghast. It turned out that the 
receptionist was very new. My friend ; it 


to the receptionist to ensure it 
wouldn’t happen again. 

The next tume that I was in Dr. 
Chan’s office, there was a new ae 
receptionist... a friendly one. =a 
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COMING OUT TO MY DOCTOR 


by Shanta Rohse 

Doctors and I have always had uneasy 
relationships. We always seem to be at odds as to 
what I should and should not be doing to my 
body. I swear I’ve had more heated arguments 
with doctors than ex-girlfriends and auto 
mechanics combined. 

And it’s not because I have an attitude. (For 
example, I’ve never met a lawyer I didn’t like.) I 
think it’s because patients and 
doctors have peculiar 
relationships. There’s an unnatural 
balance between intimacy and 
superficiality. Before whom else 
would I spread my legs in the 
welcoming pap smear position 
while exchanging the most banal 
small talkP Absolutely nobody. 
(For example, my doctor has a 
thing about tennis; she always asks 
about my forehand. And I always 
say it’s improving, even though it hasn’t and 
probably won’t. Why? I have no idea. How long 
does a swab take, anyway?) 

So, given this uneasy relationship, I knew that 
coming out to my doctor would require some 
delicate strategy. My Plan A was a subtle segue 
from the inevitable forehand remark. Something 
like: “You know, some tennis players... maybe 
10%... prefer the backhand stroke...” (which is 
true). Too subtler Then: “You know, Martina 
has an amazing backhand...” (which is also true). 

Clearly I needed a Plan B. 

Meanwhile, during lunch with another doctor 
(I am surrounded), the subject of family doctors 
came up. When I mentioned my doctor’s name, 
there was a sudden, dramatic silence. 

What's wrong, I asked. “You mean you don’t 


know?” Know what? “Well, there was quite a 
scandal about a year ago.” 

Scandalr “Well, it’s not really something I 
should talk about, professional courtesy and all.” 
Professional courtesy? What about professional 
ethics? Was it medical blundering? Sexual 
assault? A soured affair with a prominent 
patient? What exactly? I suspected all this might 
hinder Plan B. 

“Well, it was all over the headlines about a 
year ago.” 

My lunch date wouldn’t tell me. 
(Honestly! Doctors!) So I went 
straight from the cafe to the 
newspaper archives in the library for 
a little research. 

Turns out my doctor wanted to 

~ conceive a child by artificial 

/ - -\ insemination; however she and her 

* partner were refused treatment 
because they are... lesbians. She had 
made a formal complaint to the 

medical association. There were significant 

ripples within the medical community. 

(Professional courtesy, huh?) 

My doctor... gay? I had no idea. And kick-ass 
gay, to boot. I now suspected this might help 
Plan B. I abandoned the whole tennis thing and 
just asked her how they were coping with a new 
baby in the family. Then we talked about 
changing diapers, about being a lesbian in the 
medical profession, how being gay affects patient 
care, and eventually even about strife in the 
Middle East. 

This is, in fact, one of the warmest coming 
out stories I have. 

Mind you, it’s not like she’s changed my 
general opinion about doctors, or anything like 
that, but at least I don’t have to lie about my 
forehand any more. 
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A GAY PREGNANCY 


by Akison 

I am the mother of a two-month- 
old baby boy. I guess there will be a 20-year 
stretch of coming out as a gay family. There will 
be day-care workers, teachers, swimming 
instructors, other parents, kids, and all those with 
whom we come into contact because of my son's 
growth and activity. 

In my son’s best interests, I will need to be 
sensitive and aware of when and how to come 
out. Already in the past year or so, we began that 
coming-out process, most notably with the health 
care profession. I’ve got to say that the alternative 
nature of my family was treated with respect by 
everyone we encountered. 

I am a bisexual woman. My lesbian partner and 
I have been together for six years. My son’s gay 
father is a good friend of ours and he is 
participating as a co-parent. My son was 
conceived by self-insemination (look for more on 
this in the September issue of Womonspace News). 
The three of us parents are a bit circumspect 
about being out. Some of our family, co-workers, 
neighbours and friends know we are gay, and 
some do not. 

It was important that our key health care 
practitioners not only know that my family was 
gay, but be okay with it too. This would include 
the psychologist I saw while making the decision 
to become a parent, my family physician, and the 
midwife who provided labour support during the 
baby’s delivery. I needed more than tolerance. 
Having a baby was going to be a critical event, 
and they needed to be able to embrace and 
understand the dynamics of my household. We 
could not afford to have energy and focus 
misdirected because of homophobic concems. So 
with each initial meeting I would calmly explain 
my circumstances. I then said I needed them to 


be comfortable with my situation. The psychologist 
had other gay clients; my physician’s practice had 
not seen a situation like ours but she was cool about 
it. The midwife also was okay. In each of these 
circumstances I eventually had to work with their 
alternates as well, but as things turned out, my 
family and I were treated with the respect and 
concern that all families should receive. 

The baby’s father was not very involved in the 
pregnancy. If asked, I would decline to identify him, 
and this was always calmly accepted. I credit the 
groundwork of many single mothers who went 
before me for establishing this understanding. I 
often introduced my girlfnend as my birth partner. 
This established that she was very important to me 
and the baby without us having to go into any more 
detail. For the birth, she wore a t-shirt I had made 
up for her. Embroidered on the chest were our two 
names and the fetal name we had given the baby, 
separated by little red hearts. On one sleeve the 
words “Birth Partner” were embroidered. On the 
other sleeve there was a rainbow. This clearly 
identified who she was, saving us from having to 
waste a lot of conversational energy during the long 
birth process. 

There have been a lot of poignant moments in 
my life recently, and many of them occurred in a 
medical setting. I think of the ultrasound we had 
done. As we gazed upon our 18-week-old fetal baby 
attempting to suck its thumb, I was crying, my 
partner was squealing with excitement, and the 
baby’s stunned father was realizing we really were 
pregnant! I think also of the time immediately after 
my son was bom. My partner was hovering over 
him while he was being cleaned up. The nurse who 
was washing him tumed to her and asked if he was 
our first baby, as if it was totally normal for two 
women to have a family together. These special 
moments were allowed to unfold as they should, in 
part because of the understanding and respect of the 
medical practitioners present. 
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THE BEST MEDICINE 


by Deanna Miyauchi 

Brenda Heffer, RN, was presiding from 
behind the high counters of the nursing station. 
Visiting hours were over and the housekeeping 
staff were in the hallways with their faithful 
companions, mops and big yellow pails full 
of steaming suds. Their shoes squeaked on 
the smooth, waxed floors as they moved 
their mop heads in wide figure-eights. 9 ~~. 
Soon the lights in the ward would be __ 
extinguished, and the nurse looked : 
forward to trading her professional 
preoccupations for more personal 
ones. 

Night shifts were always a struggle. At 
3 aM Brenda’s head and eyelids were the heaviest, 
but her patients never cared. Brenda completed 
her log entries, med prescriptions and room 
checks with more zest tonight than usual. Love 
was on her mind, and she couldn’t wait to shift 
her thoughts to the cute, freshly graduated 
phsyiotherapist who had started working in the 
sports clinic downstairs. From across the floor of 
the staff fitness centre she resembled Sharon 
Stone—without bulletproof layers of hairspray 
and makeup. 

Enchanted, nurse Heffer had wasted no time 
activating the hospital’s internal Sapphic 
Intelligence Network in order to get the dish 
from all the departments. Responses were swift, 
and Brenda learned the young woman was Nancy 
LaMash, the eldest of two children from an 
unspoiled, middle-class home in a small prairie 
city; slightly rebellious, but virtuous on her own 
terms. The network awarded two thumbs up for 
Brenda’s choice. 

One evening, Brenda found Nancy working 
out alone in the fitness centre, tanned and 
resplendent in a spandex sports bra and tght 


shorts. Full, defined thigh muscles rippled, and 
wavelets travelled across the floor, into the soles of 
her feet and up to Brenda’s temples. Suddenly, the 
bandanna she wore felt like it had shrunk two sizes. 
Without hesitation, Brenda approached the squat 


___. tack where Nancy was powering through her last 


repetitions and stepped behind her tenderly just 

as the barbell clanked onto its pegs. They 
caught sight of each other in the mirrored 
wall, uniting smiles flashing as naturally as 

_ \ lightning. Nancy’s arms fell onto her 

’ warm, bare stomach against the ones 
already caressing her. The soft, fine hairs 
on her neck fluttered from quick, delicate 
breaths before being moistened with 

kisses. Nancy lay inside Brenda’s arms, 

against her breasts, stomach and thighs as 

the dance wound them together tighter and hotter. 

The hand that touched Brenda’s shoulder was 
gentle and fnendly. It was Gladys, the hospital unit 
administrator. “Sorry, little beauty, but I had to 
interrupt your siesta, it’s tme for the moming 
routine. Are you okay?” Visibly peeved at being 
interrupted in the middle of a truly memorable 
fantasy, Brenda lifted her face off the countertop. 
Two red and yellow capsules stuck to her cheek, 
then loosened and fell undermeath a food trolley. 
Her reflection in the cabinet glass revealed the 
outline of the medicine tray unfashionably 
engraved across her face. 

The night shift had won this particular battle. 
Caught sleeping on the job by the unit 
administrator, Brenda still wore the evidence and 
fretted about dropping the capsules belonging to 
poor old Mrs. Obbs. She only hoped that she 
hadn’t talked in her sleep! She glanced around to 
see if anyone was snickering. There wasn’t, but 
someone was staring. It was Nancy, sent to the 
nursing station by friends in the Sapphic 
Intelligence Network who, in the early hours of the 
day, already knew that Brenda could use some luck. 
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FACE THE MUSIC AND DIE 


Book review by Lenore Lemay 

I have never gasped, “Oh my god!” as I ended 
a book before. But that’s exactly what happened 
when I finished Sandra Scoppettone’s newest 
book, Let’s Face the Music and Die. It is a surprising 
ending that leaves readers eagerly awaiting more. 

With Scoppettone’s books I always want more, 
in the sense that I wish she could write them 
faster. This is the fourth book in the Lauren 
Laurano series. Lauren is an ex-FBI agent tumed 
prvate eye. She’s politically savvy, very funny, and 
a chocoholic. I can relate to her. She lives in New 
York with her longtime lover Kip, who works as 
a therapist. Two of their best friends are the two 
Js, lesbians who own a bookstore. 

One of the things I appreciate about 
Scoppettone’s work is her political analysis and 
social critique of the United States. Using wry 
humor and sarcasm she explores the night wing 
political climate. 

I’m an avid reader of the mystery genre, and 
one of the things I loved immediately upon 
discovering her books is how she weaves other 
women PIs into her work. When Lauren is facing 
a particularly difficult situation, she'll ask herself, 
“T wonder what V.I. Warshawski would do right 
now?” Or she'll berate herself by observing, 
“Kinsey Millhone would know what to do.” I 
found this unusual, yet comforting, because I 
know these characters only in the pages of books, 
and I like them too. To find Scoppettone using 
them in her fiction is kind of like seeing a movie 
about the making of a movie—tt tends to make 
them all the more real to me. 

Let’s Face the Music and Die finds Lauren and 
Kip having relationship problems, which leads to 
Kip accepting a short-term job out of town. 
Meanwhile, something is steaming up with a 


young woman who is attracted to Lauren. Into 
this mix arrives a dangerous man from Lauren’s 
ast. 

I don’t want to reveal much more about the 
plot, but the story is good. I admit I found the 
first part of this book a little slower to get into 
than her previous ones, but once I did it was a 
good read. If you like dyke mysteries, check out 
this writer. 


BETWEEN THE COVERS 
At Edmonton Public Library 


by Lindy Pratch 
The Passion of Alice, Stephanie Grant, 1995. 

After a heart attack brought on by anorexia, 
25-year-old Alice is admitted to a treatment 
centre for women with eating disorders. A 
moving account of women’s relationships to 
their bodies and to each other. 

The Last of Her Lies: A Maggie gu 
Mystery by Jean Taylor, 1996. 

A young woman has disappeared in San 
Francisco, leaving behind a diary that accuses 
her psychotherapist of sexual abuse. 

Looking for Ammu, Claire Macquet, 1992. 

Harriet Weston is a nurse who follows her 
idol Dr. Ammu Bai from Mauritius to 
England... and then the doctor disappears. 

She Came Too Late by Mary Wings, 1987. 

A caller to the Women’s Hotline in Boston is 
desperate, so Emma Victor agrees to meet het... 
only to find her dead. Meanwhile, the doctor 
that Emma is attracted to is doing some 
mysterious medical research... 

The Case of the Not-So-Nice Nurse by 
Mabel Maney, 1993. 

Nurse Cherry Aimless falls for sleuth Nancy 
Clue in this wacky parody of the stories we read 
when we were kids. 
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OUR BODIES, ec 


OUR HEALTH 
Complementary 


Therapies in Health Care 
by Patti 

Another buzzword for complementary 
therapies is altemative medicine. However, 
neither modem medicine nor alternative 
methods of healing can exist on their own. In a 
world with so much disease the two really must 
respectfully co-exist. 

Complementary therapies are not new. The 
use of herbs, oils, laying on of hands and the 
treatment of energy forms within the human 
body have existed for thousands of years. 
Current health care trends certainly demand 
choice in treatment and individualized forms of 
health care. The result is an explosion of 
interest in using complementary therapies / 
medicine in health care. 

Many complementary therapies represent 
systems of medicine, such as acupuncture, 
homeopathy and herbalism. This is in contrast 
to treatments that are primarily therapeutic, 
such as iridology, biofeedback, massage and 
aromatherapy. Complementary therapies cover 
not only the physical aspects of a person’s 
condition but also the emotional, mental, 
psychological and spiritual dimensions. 

When choosing a practitioner for a comple- 
mentary therapy, here are some guidelines: 

1. What are the practitioner’s qualifications and 
how long was the training? 

2. Is the practitioner a member of a recognized, 
registered body with codes of practise? 

3. Is this the most appropriate complementary 
therapy for the particular problem? 


4. Are the client records confidential? 

5. What is the cost of treatment? Is any of the 
cost covered through private insurance? 

6. How many treatments will be needed? 

In the next several months I will address a 
variety of complementary therapies to help 
increase your knowledge of what is available. 
NEXT MONTH: Aromatherapy. 


ASK LAVERNE 
The Insensitive 
Advice Columnist 


Dear Laverme, 
I’m starting to have suspicions about my lover. 
She visits her doctor at least twice a week, and 
always seems to require an extraordinary 
number of tests. In the past three months alone, 
she has gone back to Doctor Debby’s office for 
several complete physicals, including internal 
examinations (you know, stirrups, the whole 
nine yards). Could it be that my lover is a... a... 
a hypochondriac? 


a +f 


Signed, 
Testing My Patience 
Dear Testing, 


And that her doctor is doing more than testing her 
patients. Wake up and smell the swabs, deane. 


Dear Laverne, 

I’ve been afraid of doctors all my life. How 
can I get over this fright? 

Signed, Gynecologically Challenged 

Dear Challenged, 

Doctor Debby (see above) sounds pretty user-friendly. 
Id be wilkng to bet she has quite the bedside manner. If 
that doesn’t work out... Lavern would be more than 


happy to play doctor ntth you. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community 
Centre of Edmonton) 1s located in suite 103, 
10612-124 Street. Open Monday to Friday 
from 7-10 pm, for drop-in, peer support 
counselling and library services. Films every 
Wednesday & speakers on Thursdays. 
Meeting space available for groups. 488-3234. 
Peer support is also available through email; 
glcce@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca. 

OUTreach social & political student 
group at the U of A: 988-4166. 

Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University 
of Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pM. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio 
show on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, 
FM 88.5, Wednesdays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio 
program on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 ps. 

Lambda Christian Community 
Evangelical Church serving the lesbigay 
community; worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 
Ave (Garneau United Church). 474-0753. 

Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, McDougall United Church, 
10086 MacDonald Drive, (riverside entrance) 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. Social time follows the 
service. Rev. Charles Bidwell; 429-2321. 

SOLO Social club for women gets together 
every week for a wide variety of social events. 
Linda at 447-4776. 

Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 

Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


PFLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, 
or Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24-hour recorded message except 
7-9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 

Out & Out (O’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Running, line dancing, 
camping, badminton, volleyball, and other 
activities. Call 988-3132 for the full scoop. 

Northern Chaps. 

Edmonton’s leather-fetish club for gay, lesbian 
and straight men and women meets at Boots & 
Saddle the first & third Friday of every month, 9 
pM to midnight. mcewen@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Night Spots: 

The Roost - Private club at 10345- 104 
Street, 426-3150. 

Buddy’s - Pub upstairs above laze 
Too, 10116-124 St. 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room - 
Lesbian & gay dart league Thursdays. Dances 
for ladies only on the first Saturday of the 
month. Every Friday night is for women only. 
May 9"; 3 fundraiser for Breast Cancer Awareness. 
May 30"; theme party “Spring Showers”—wear 
yout rain gear! Karaoke on Sundays at 7 po. 

2" floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 


Gay & Lesbian Info Line: 
988-4018 


Womonspace:482 ~1794 
O’ Hotline:988-~3132 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


SUNDAY, MAY 4 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Jazzberrys Too, 10116 - 124 St., at noon. New 
volunteers are always welcome. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 7 
Ferron 


Still Riot tour. Provincial Museum Theatre, 
12845 -102 Ave. 8 pm. $18. 


FRIDAY, MAY 9 

An evening with Suede 

The Flirtations vocalist brings her sultry solo 
jazz/pop/blues stylings to the Provincial 
Museum. 8 pm. $15. 


MONDAY, MAY 12 
Womonspace Board Meeting 
GLCCE office, 7 p.m. All members welcome. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 

Womonspace Dance 

Hazeldean Hall, 9630 - 66 Ave. 8 pm to 1 aM. 
Music by D] Tammy; happy hour until 9 pm plus 
hourly shooter specials, light lunch. $5 for 
members, $8 for non-members. (Volunteers get 
reduced admission rates. Call 482-1794.) 


SATURDAY, MAY 31 

Garage Sale for Pride 1997 

To be held in the parking lot at GLCCE, 10612- 
124 St. A joint effort with all new donations 
being designated either for Pride Week funds or 
GLCCE funds. If you have donations please 
leave a message at the Centre (488-3234) and we 
will return your call for arrangements. 


SUNDAY, JUNE 1 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree, 10345-82 Ave, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for July issue; Oueer Words. 
Stop by and say hello to the newsletter dykes. 


Wednesday, May 7, 8 p.m. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THEATRE 


POP/JAZZ VOCALIST & INSTRUMENTALIST 
Friday, May 9 
at the Provincial Museum Theatre. 
PERFORMANCE 8 P.M.; DOORS 7 P.M. 
PARTIAL PROCEEDS WILL BENEFIT THE 
AIDS NETWORK OF EDMONTON. 


Tickets available at: 
The AIDS Network, 201-11456 Jasper Ave., 488-5742 
Orlando Books, Alternative Video Spot, 
Jazzherrys Too! Cafe, AaB Sound (dewntown) 
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Soaring 


by Charity Laboucan 
your eyes are so green today colour taking me back to the 
morning 
early morning middle of the night 
silence 
except for the sound of water moving around our bodies 
candlelight glowing on your skin wet with water drops 
shadows moving rhythmically on the wall 
your cries echoing in the small room 
mouths wet with bathwater sliding over each other’s 
you lay me down on the bathroom floor 
and race me along the edge of the cliff with your tongue 


| break free 
from containment 
from straining from reaching 
and become the spring morning moving around our room 
| am the green of the grass waking from long cold 
the awakening of the trees 
the leaves that will bud on the branches 
| am the warming air 
of the season of your breathing of the friction of your tongue 


You stand against the wall and | kneel in front of you 
travelling your skin breathing you in 
moving my mouth on your contours 
On your bed you lie on your stomach 
| feel you move under me You raise yourself to my fingers 
| feel you move inside | close my eyes and travel into your body 
Your rhythm becomes insistent 
| move you onto your back Wanting to taste 
your woman wetness 
woman scent thick with the earth of thawing season 
You whisper deeply telling me not to stop 


Time passes erasing time past passing through seconds 
minutes months years 
eons eternity 
You move in constant rhythm 
| can feel your breath on me your tongue has stopped 


teasing me along my edge and | know you are 
running along your own 
| hear you speak my name in your throat 
you thrust into my tongue and nothing exists but you 
just you just you 
your name repeats in my mind and | let go to moving 
in Spring’s early light as you dance close 
And then you jump time stops 
we fly together 
and | am amazed to feel you soaring with me 


(For Sandra) 
) 
port 4 
COMmm 


Me 
(TN) 


The moon wanes in her presence. Her spirit so strong. She 
awakens feelings lost deep within my soul. My heart cries out 
to be heard! She steals a piece every time we meet. | have no 
control, but | am not afraid. 


| allow my body to let go and feel, but it is not enough. | 
want more! She is not ready. The walls are forming. | can feel 
the doors slamming! My heart racing, | keep running. Each 
time, missing the door. | struggle to ascend the wall, but it’s 
too high, endless. 


She has spoken, not with words, there is no need. She is 
gone even before | reach her. | smile to the moon as it shines, 
full with desire. It doesn’t matter that she is not with me. | 
feel alive, awakened! No longer afraid of my destiny. She has 
caressed me with her spirit, like a gentle breeze. The sadness, 
gone, | am ready to live! 
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My Self Embraced 


by Charmayne Stadnek 
Six years of silence... productions 
A frequently revisited place inside 


Where the sweetness of summer rushes and Womonspace present: 


Through the open window... 
Still with me are the feelings; 
Gut wrenching, heart pounding 
And yet beautiful — 

Like shining hair lit by moonlight 
And the glow of my smitten soul; 
While | ache with the knowledge — 
Coming to terms with myself, 

As the young woman emerging 
From a shell of self-deception. 
| do not choose to take the hard path 
But | am one with it — 

And honestly | embrace it. 

Face to face with a dream; 
Breathing her in like the first breath 
Of many summers... 

And in one fatal sigh she exhales — 
Like an icy winter wind; 

Her blue eyes reflect what she knows not. 
| watch the fragments of my heart 

Falling with each step she takes-—— - 
Slamming the door shut with no sound. 
She revisits me many times, 
Speaking yet saying nothing and | — 


Cris Williamson 
rp ant me on Tret Fu re 


Like the stars on that moonlit night, 
So frequently revisited. 
Face to face with a dream... 


CELEBRATING THE RELEASE OF THEIR 
‘BETWEEN THE COverRS’ CD 


Never to be realized in this life — Also featuring Cori Brewster 
Yet there is peace in my soul... SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 7:30 P.M. 
| am released from winter’s chilling hold, PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THEATRE 
Though the scars will remain to remind me ADVANCE TICKETS $20 AVAILABLE AT: 
Of many summers lost inside... ORLANDO Books, ALTERNATIVE VIDEO SPOT, 
Six years of silence. JAZZBERRYS TOO CAFE, A&B SOUND (DOWNTOWN) 
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LESBIAN LEGAL ISSUES 


Couples and Home Ownership 
by Juke C. Lloyd 


Spring is in the air and it seems that many a 
lesbian mind has turned to thoughts of houses and 
picket fences. I have been asked by a subscnber and 
recent home buyer to talk about joint tenancy and 
tenancy in common. 

Property can be owned by one person alone, or 
by two or more persons jointly. If you intend to own 
property jointly with someone else, you must decide 
whether to hold the property as joint tenants or as 
tenants in common. 

In joint tenancy, both partners own 
the whole of the property as though 
they are one person. They are each 
owners of an undivided and equal share 
of the property; neither party has a 
greater ownership interest. 

With tenancy in common it is 
possible for co-owners of a property to 
have different interests in the property. For example, 
one of the co-owners might own a one-third share 
of the property and the other co-owner a two-thirds 
share of the property. 

One of the most significant differences between 
joint tenancy and tenancy in common is what 
happens when one tenant dies. 

In joint tenancy, there is a “night of 
survivorship.” This means that if there are two joint 
tenants and one of them dies the survivor becomes 
the sole registered owner of the property. 

With tenancy in common there is no right of 
survivorship. This means that when one of the 
tenants in common dies, their share goes to their 
estate. The beneficiary(ies) of the estate are then 
owners of a share of the estate along with the 
surviving tenant in common. The beneficiaries can, 
if they wish, cause the property to be sold and 
receive a share of the sale proceeds. 

If parties make different contributions to the 
acquisition of the property they may wish to hold 


the property as tenants in common so their different 
contributions can be reflected in different ownership 
interests in the land. (For example, if one contributes 
two-thirds of the downpayment and makes two-thirds 
of the mortgage payments, maybe that person should 
own a two-thirds share of the property.) If parties want 
their interests in a property to go to beneficiaries 
named in their will (other than the partner) they may 
again wish to hold the lands as tenants in common. 

It is important to realize that a joint tenancy cannot 
exist in name only. Joint tenancy is a matter of 
substance and not just form. It is not possible to 
register title as joint tenants and then have an 

agreement identifying different interests in 
the property. If you want to have a right 
of survivorship to be created you must be 
a joint tenant in form as well as in 
substance. 

Additionally, if partners own property 
as joint tenants, one partner cannot 
encumber the property without the 
consent of the other party and cannot sell 

the property without the consent of the other party or 
by court order. 

So, what if you want to register as tenants in 
common for one of the reasons set out above, but 
want to ensure that your partner can stay in the home 
after you die? It is possible to create a contractual 
agreement between the partis that provides for 
tenancy in common but also grants to the surviving 
partner the first nght to buy out the interests of the 
beneficiary(ies) in the property. This way, the surviving 
partner gets to keep the property and the deceased 
partner’s beneficiaries get some money. 

It is also possible for one partner to be sole 
registered owner and, again, to enter into a contractual 
agreement that provides that upon the sale of the 
property the non-owning partner will receive a share of 
the sale proceeds of the home. 

I strongly urge anyone thinking about creating a 
form of joint ownership or in creating a co-ownership 
agreement to consult a lawyer to work out the details. 
You want to make sure it’s done properly so the 
interests of both parties are protected. 
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LESBIANS ONLINE 
by April Mae 

Spring is here... and I’m back to 
work on finding interesting web sites after being away 
last month. Here are a few new URLs: 
http:/ /www.islandnet.com/~backhill 

If you are travelling to Vancouver Island, you might 
want to stay at this women-only bed & breakfast. 
http://www.gay.com and 
http: //www.geocities.com/WestHollywood/5511/ 

These are two good sites for lesbian chat rooms, 
message boards and personals. 
http:/ /tau-ceti.ior.com/denise 

Homepage of my friend Denise—a good place to 
find links to recovery and self help sites. 
http://www.msstate.edu/org/glbf/nat.html 

List of gay, lesbian, bisexual and gay-friendly 
organizations, including the following two: 
http://www.hreusa.org/ 

Human Rights Campaign (working for the equal 
rights of lesbians and gays) 
http://www.ngltf.org/ 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force— newsletter, 
upcoming events, press releases. 
http:/ /sibyllineofbooks.com/glf2000.html 

Gay Lesbian Freedom 2000: Visionary Politics For 
A New Generation. 
http:/ /www.washblade.com 

World news, obituaries, arts & entertainment. A 
good source for lesbian content on upcoming 
television programs. 

Speaking of TV programs, here are a few sites for 
fans of Ellen Degeneres: 
http:/ /www.tvplex.com/Touchstone/Ellen/ 
http://www.glaad.org/glaad/ellen/index.html 
http:/ /www.mrshowbiz.com/starbios/ellendegen 
eres /index.html 
http:/ /www.hamline.edu/personal/drhagel/Elle 
nHome.html 


QUOTES 


Heterosexuality is a serious 
health hazard for women at this 
point in time. 

Frances Hornstein 
Lesbian Health Care, 1973 

As a community, we need to 
“come out” about cancer and its 
affect on lesbian women. 

Victoria A. Brownworth 
Confronting Cancer, Confronting 
Change, 1993 

It is estimated that one in three 
lesbians is at risk for breast cancer. 

In a 1988 study of lesbians’ 
relationships with their health care 
providers, 72% recounted negative 
experiences. 

An American midwest nursing 
school faculty survey in 1989 
revealed that half of the teachers 
thought lesbianism was unnatural 
and disgusting. Almost one-fifth 
believed that lesbians molest 
children. 

A 1988 study of 529 African- 
American lesbians and bisexual 
women showed that only 33% had 
revealed their sexual orientation to 
their health care provider. 

B.T.L. Singer & D. Deschamps, eds. 
Gay and Lesbian Stats 


ya 
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SAPPHO-TV 
Dyke Television Listings 


By Laune 

Murphy Brownie: Corky and the press 
gang go camping and meet up with a 
troop of girl guides led by a fiercely 
independant den mother in 
comfortable shoes; Murphy shares her 
pup tent with Brown Owl and learns there’s 
more than one way to eam a merit badge. 

Fight is Enough: Joanie discovers seven 
truly is a lucky number after she gets tired of 
saving herself for her English teacher and starts 
exploring the world of non-monogamy. 

Doctor Quim’s Medicine Wimmin: The 
village housewives end up in amazingly good 
moods after the good doctor starts making 
house calls. 

Northern Ex-posure: Maggie’s lesbian 
lover from college shows up with a knapsack 
full of granola; Marilyn tells Dr. Joel to take a 
hike and opens her own holistic healing centre; 
RuthAnn finally sees the light and starts 
carrying Naiad Press titles and rainbow 
paraphernalia at the general store. 

The Courtship of Betty’s Mother: With 
help from the baby dyke in the apartment next 
door, Betty sets the dryer on fire in an effort to 
set up her mom with the Maytag repairwoman. 

The Honeymooners: Alice and Trixie 
prove they’re lesbians to the core when they 
decide to move in together after one coffee 
date. 

My Three Dykes: Steve Douglas can’t 
understand why his daughters Robbi, Kip and 
Bernie don’t have dates for the prom. What he 
finds even more puzzling is that they don’t 
seem to care about anything—except making 
the varsity hockey team. 


M*A*S*H: Major Houlihan gets drunk and 

bunks down with Nurse Kelly, then spends the 
next four years pulling rank to prevent her 
from transfering out of the 4077th. 

Due South: Sargeant Renfrew 
signs up for a Language Arts course 
and proves to be a cunning 

linguist—once she gets pointed in 
the right direction. 
My Favourite Marsha: Jan and 
Cindy try to play a practical joke on their older 
sister by taking her to a lesbian bar, but the gag 
backfires when they spot Alice the housekeeper 
holding court at the pool table. 

Wide World of Celebrity Sports Dykes: 
Martina Navratilova and Suzanne Westenhoefer 
team up against Melissa Etheridge and Amanda 
Bearse in a charity tag-team mud-wrestling 
match. Special appearance by k.d. aes as the 
constantly raving referee. 

Kate & Allie: Jenny and Emma agree to do 
Chip’s household chores for a month in 
exchange for his silence after he catches them in 
a compromising position. 

Cooking With Rosie O’Donnell: Rosie 
samples Lebanese cuisine with Ellen 
DeGeneres, investigates the silence of the yams 
with Jodie Foster and serves up a sizzlin’ 
backhand with Gabriela Sabatini. With musical 
guests Five Bitchin’ Bagels. 

America’s Funniest Homo Videos: Nevet 
before seen frottage, er, footage of your 
favourite closeted starlets including Kristy 
McNicol, Whitney Houston and Sharon Gless. 
Narrated by Lily Tomlin. 

Made-for-TV movie: Serving Tea in 
Silence: The Greta Camomile Story. Colonel 
Camomile realizes it’s been way oolong since 
she had a visit from her gay cousin, Earl Grey. 
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To advertise in 
Womonspace News, 
call 482-1794. 


Edmonton General Hospital 
TLtTL Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, AB TSK OL4 
Phone (403) 482-8965 


Jennifer G. Strong 
M.Ac. & O.M., Dipl. Ac. 
Registered Acupuncturist 

Acupuncture Society of Alberta 


v 
Jennifer G. Strong 
Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine 


Women's health care ¢ Stress e Headaches 
Colds and Flu * Pain « Allergies 
High Blood Pressure « Addiction cessation 


Jute C. Ltoyp 
Barrister & Solicitor 


512, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5] 1W8 
Telephone 424-2332 Fax 424-2526 


i) pecialty 
Teas & Coffees 
and Gifts 


10124-124 Street — Phone 413-9609 
Free Parking at Rear 


SPLINTERS 
From the Womonspace Board 


Pride jewelry and stained glass vendors have 
been confirmed for our craft table area at the 
June 21" Pride Dance. A few tables are still 
available ($25); call 482-1794. There will also be 
an information table staffed by GLCCE 
volunteers. ‘This is an opportunity to get the 
word out about your organization; bring your 
pamphlets! 

Carol is creating a website for Womonspace. 
We may be able to get internet space free of 
charge for this; watch for more information in 
coming issues of Womonspace Neus. 

And... we have a new answering machine... 
just like the one on “The Rockford Files.’ 


h nN } upstairs 
10306 - 112 dt 
dlcypears. 


KARAOKE SUNDAYS AT 7:00! 


LADIES ONLY - FRIDAYS 
AND THE FIRSTSATURDAY 
EVERY MONTH 


ANNOUNCING!!! 
Shakedpear's 


Comfy Cafe 
now open weekdays 7:00 to 4:00 


10214 - 106 dt 
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Womonspace Dance 

g Saturday,May17 

~~ at Hazeldean Hall ©) A 
/ 9630-66 Avenue : 


a 8 p.m. to 1 A.M. | 
/ ‘ MusiceyDJ Tammy 
ADMISSION $5 memBers; $8 NON-MEMBERS — : i 3 
ey $2 Drink Specials before 9P.m. v ree ml 


Hourly $1 Shooter Specials __ 


WOMONSPACE MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Box 128 Main P O, Edmonton AB T5J 3K4 Phone: 482.1794 


Confidentiality Assured 
NAME(S) ea 
ADDRESS . | CYT as 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


12-Month Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 
New Member] Renewal{] I would like to be a volunteer Yes 0 No 0 


Please mail my newsletter to my home L] 
I will pick up the Heeeoes at dances s/ events g Total enclosed i 


